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I want to recognize the Honorees and thank the members of the Steering Committee and the members and friends of the Interfaith Committee for Worker Justice for the invitation to parse the tenor of our times this morning.  Their request has forced me to think and attempt to speak clearly about matters for which I have preferred to rant reactively about for some time. It is so easy to rage against the systemic injustices which seem to sustain this latent slavocracy but so much more cathartic and useful to think through one's anger to arrive at some cogent thoughts about things.  I am not at this moment angry nor do I feel any rage rising in my relflections but am not yet quite convinced I have completely thought through these thoughts I wish to share.  So in these few moments we will spend together I hope to present something between rant of a raving man and a clearly communicated cogent commentary on our present socio-economic paradox.

First let me make a comment on our context.  The planet around us is reeling. Species extinction is exponential, tropical forests are ravaged in thousand-mile swaths, glacial retreat is alarming, and even “flat-earther's” are warming to the cold chill of climage change. Recent outbreaks of the swine flu carry with them whispers of a pandemic.  This economic implosion brought to us by the avarice, greed and inhumanity of the Wall Street wealthy like Timothy Giethner, Bernard Madoff and Ben Bernanke threaten not just the living but the lives of millions of working class people.  American municipalities are bankrupt.  In our own city public schools are understaffed, ill-kept and unable to prepare our children for the future.  The Port of Oakland drags its feet as it bends to the pressure this coalition has applied and moves toward a safe and clean sustainable environment.  But our children are still asthmatic without sufficient healthcare or concern.  Our youth kill each other and prostitute each other and languish, listless on the Oakland landscape. The un-informed among us look for simple answers and simpler action plans. But woe is whispered in the wind and the breezes, which brush across the Bay bid us beware.  We are at a tipping point.  Kairos shakes hands with crisis and we who sit atop the fulcrum must decide which direction we will run, for the balance of human history may very well turn on the actions we take in these moments in which we live.  Yes there is hope in the White House but without an energized and active population pushing all of Washington toward peace and justice he too will fail.  This is our context. 

But there is a problem.  There is a problem with how we read our context and our reaction to it.  We dwell contently without comtemplative doubt swallowed by the paradox born of the incongruence of our thoughts and deeds.  I believe we exist in this present moment in a paradox because we are intimately and deliberately invested in a system incapable of returning to us anything other than our own utter destruction.  We, the “am ha aretz” of our day, labor like the Hebrew children in the fields of Pharoah mining resources from which we reap no real wealth and furrow the earth in fruitful fields from which we cannot eat.  American workers now net almost 30 percent less in real wages than they did in 1973.  After taxes, two paychecks in a family barely equal the purchasing power one had thirty years ago.  And yet we are just so happy to have a job, or two, or three in our family that we pay no attention to the hole that sinks us deeper and deeper into poverty.  We are so busy tending to the business of grabbing the few pieces of pseudo-prosperity that are left we have forgotten our responsibilities to each other and barely notice as our neighbor's children fall into despair and notice but do nothing redemptive as our our children languish in licentiousness. 

The problem for the last eight years has been that we the people were ruled by a government indifferent to the concerns of the poor and the middle class and hell bent on winning class warfare.  But if the truth be told, for the past thirty years, beginning with Ronald Reagan's union busting binge, there has existed in America a general political apathy to the need for a healthy working class.  Now we are left with a rustbelt cancer spreading through the economic heart of our nation.  But the problem is not just that we do not have jobs in America. The problem is not just that billionaire bankers are bailed out of their bad debts with poor people's money.  The problem is not just that we do not have healthcare in America, or better schools, or safer cities, or less pot-holed streets...these are the symptoms of a greater problem. The problem in America and in our city is the idea which gives birth and life to the problems we the people must struggle with every day. 

The greater problem in our midst is that we have purchased a belief bereft of substance or demonstrable efficacy.  The problem in America is that we have accepted an economic system in lieu of a cultural contract.  The challenge we face is the fact that capitalism has been substituted for culture and we stand alone feeding one-armed bandits wondering why we can never win.  We the people stand in soup lines to get Scratchers in hopes of new homes and full bellies wondering why we never get our piece of the pie.  But Capitalism is an economic system which commodifies the planet in order to create extractable wealth to the benefit of a few and the improvishment of the many.  Capitalism is an economic system, which like the machines in the Matrix live off our ignorance and complicity. The idea of capitalism has long outlived its anticipatory benefits.   Capitalism can be seen for the ravage that it is and has always been and will always be.  Unrestrained capitalism is an idea whose time has past and the planet, as well and the people who populate it, can no longer bear the weight of its encumbrance.  Economics must become the servant of our desired social construct and not the reverse.  We the people must declare on behald of the planet and the ancestors we hope to have that unbridled and unaccountable capitalism must end. 

A Prophetic Call for a Moral Economy is in fact a dangerous thing to organize around it will cost what you are loosing anyway but require you giving it up before it is taken away.  A prophetic call for a moral economy is a dangerous thing to organize around because we can not deconstruct the religion of capitalism without disempowering her high priests.  You do know who the High Priests of capitalism are don't you? The priests of capitalism are the billionaires who blithely distend the bellies of famished children around the world.  The High Priests of capitalism are the behind the scenes Billionaires who are so afraid of loosing a digit or two that they will impoverish a nation to cover their bad bets.  They were the engineers of Leveraged By Outs in the Eighties and were the designers of the Credit Default Swaps in the Two Thousand Oughts.  Billionaires are both the benefactors and beneficiaries of capitalism's most prodigious products: unrestrained Wealth.  And these priests must be defrocked. We must remove from them the gilded garments of their affluence and restore their mortality and instill in those that will an obligation to civic responsibility and imperil those that won't.  Billionaires must be made mortal and returned to the earth and the people from which they were purloined.  Billionaires must be imprisoned and the wealth they have stuffed into the pillows and pockets of their family and friends must be redeemed and returned to the workers from whom they stole it if we are to have a moral economy.  

If we are to have a moral economy means must never trump humanity.  If we are to have a moral economy men must never be allowed to comodify the commons.  If we are to have a moral economy you and I must leave the paradox and engage in a praxis of deconstructing the oppressive paradigms of unlimited wealth.  If we are to have a moral economy we must make the Employee Free Choice Act the law of the land.  If we are to have a moral economy we must demand that our politicians work for the good of the community and not at the behest of their largest donors.  So let us organize and create a new sanctuary movement that recognizes the human race more than lines on a map.  And let us determine to build a moral economy. 

And so, let us gather in our Mosques, assemble in our Synagogues, congregate in our Churches and after the Imam, Rabbi and Preacher have prayer, preached and taken their offerings, I ask that we stay in that sanctified space and connect and caucus and network until our grandchildren are guaranteed a future...Let us join with EBASE and the ICWJ to work for justice for Hotel workers and push the politics of our city and state toward moral budgets and clean commons.  For Life's sake let us join together and become the world power despots fear and tyrants loathe.  Let us become a force in our city and state that begins the deconstruction or immoral immortal wealth and the construction of a moral economy. 

Let us engage in a resurrectionary movement to restore un-removable rights to the people of these United States.  Let us organize and live in a way that our great granchildren will sing of our victories and live in peace. 

